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shows a lowering of the moral standard of the publishing trade
and want of respect for what is written by our great men.
Ruthlessly and with impunity we are trading with what has
been the life-blood of men like Iqbal and Maulana Azad.
This is a scandal, a public scandal, and I am very glad that
the P. E. N. has at last decided to take up this question.
Only recently the Progressive Urdu Writers' Association held
a meeting at Hyderabad, and this question was discussed
there and we considered the advisability of forming a kind of
trade union of writers or a co-operative body of writers to
handle this question. I think, now that the P.E.N. has taken
up this question, the Progressive Writers' Association also will
co-operate with this body in order to give some protection to
the writers who have suffered a long lime from the exploitation
of publishers. With these words, I support the Resolution.

Miss F. B. LUDINGTON :
I wish to speak to you, not as a writer, but as a librarian.
It has been my observation in India, being in a library here
only a little more than a year, that the Copyright situation in
India is even more perplexing than that of the United States,
and we are far from satisfied with our own legislation in
America. As a librarian, I have two suggestions to make to
your Committee. One is that they should consider very
seriously the matter of establishing a Central Copyright
Library, where all the people of India will have access to at
least one copy of every book which is copyrighted in India.
I think it is particularly important to you at this time. It
is my observation that much of your best writing is coming
out in the form of pamphlets. Pamphlets are by their very
nature the documents typical of the emerging renaissance in
a literature. If you consider historically what has happened
in England, in America, in France, you will realize that the
age of pamphlets has always been a very important one to
any emerging literature. Pamphlets, because of their nature,
are quickly destroyed, being passed from hand to hand; and
unless there is;one Central Copyright Library in India, much
o* your contemporary literature will be lost to the future
country.